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Peter the Great Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography (Kunstkamera) of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences (MAE RAS) possesses a rich ethnographical collection from Yemen 
(http://www.kunstkamera.ru/index/exposition/exhibitions1/virtualnye_vystavki/yemen/) 
that was for the most part acquired in the course of the Soviet (from 1991 Russian) –
Yemeni Complex Expedition (SOYCE). The Museum has fully supported an initiative by 
UNESCO to hold on April 24-30 the Yemeni Heritage Week – Museums United for 
Yemen under UNESCO’s global campaign of #Unite4Heritage. 

The leading world museums that possess Yemeni collections are participating in this 
campaign: Freer|Sackler, Smithsonian – USA; The Walters Art Museum– USA; 
Metropolitan Museum of Art– USA; The Ashmolean Museum – UK; The British Museum – 
UK; Louvre Museum – France; Museo Nazionale d’Arte Orientale “Guiseppe Tucci” – Italy; 
Peter the Great Museum of Anthropology and Ethnography (Kunstkamera) – Russia; The 
State Hermitage Museum – Russia; The State Museum of Oriental Art – Russia. 

Within the framework of this campaign, the MAE RAS designed  a dedicated web page 
(http://www.kunstkamera.ru/en/unite4heritage/) and published a booklet titled 
Ethnography of Yemen. Permanent Exhibition ‘Near and Middle East’ that contains a 
special message by Director-General of UNESCO Irina Bokova, and tells about the Yemeni 
collections of the Museum, few exhibits of that collection, and SOYCE. On the Museum’s 
website, users can find the PDF version of this booklet (in Russian and English), take a 
virtual tour called The Land of Incense (Yemen: Images of Traditional Culture), watch 
a documentary called Expedition and ten video clips dedicated to different aspects of the 
Yemeni life and culture based on video materials shot during the expedition in 2007.  This 
page also contains the information on the MAE researchers who participated in the 
complex expedition and their memories of it.  

http://www.kunstkamera.ru/index/exposition/exhibitions1/virtualnye_vystavki/yemen/
http://www.kunstkamera.ru/en/unite4heritage/


On April, 26th, at 11 AM the Museum will hold a meeting for journalists with members of 
this expedition: Yuri Chistov (Director of the MAE RAS), Efim Rezvan (Deputy Director of 
the MAE RAS), Pavel Pogorel’sky (Chief Curator of the MAE RAS), Mikhail Rodionov (Head 
of Department of South and South-East Asia) and Vera Selezneva (curator of Physical 
Anthropology collections). They will speak about their work aimed at a complex study of 
South Yemen from the ancient times until our days, and, especially about one of the most 
important cultural regions of the Arabic world – Hadramawt. They will share their 
memories about Piotr Gryaznevich, one of the most prominent specialists in Islam and 
Arab culture who organized the complex expedition and headed it from 1983 until 1989.  

In the Museum hall ‘Near and Middle East’ unique items will be displayed that were 
brought by the Museum members of staff during their expeditions to South Arabia.  

At 2 PM an academic council will be held dedicated to the Yemeni Heritage Week – 
Museums United for Yemen where Professor M. Rodionov will make a presentation 
called “Yemen Cultural Heritage: Challenges and Alerts”. This presentation will be 
broadcasted live in the Periscope network (https://www.periscope.tv/) .  

 

https://www.periscope.tv/

